
McNerney Announces Site for 2008 Congressional Art Competition

        Tracy’s Grand Theatre to host public showcase of student art from across 11th District
    

April 21, 2008

    

Washington, D.C. – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) announced that the 2008 11th District Congressional Art Competition will be held at Tracy’s Grand Theatre Center for the Arts. 

The competition and art showcase will be hosted at the Grand Theatre Center for the Arts on Saturday, May 3, from noon to 2 p.m. in partnership with the City of Tracy.

The works of art submitted by students from throughout the 11th District will be on display to the public from noon to 2 p.m.  And Rep. McNerney will be on hand at noon that day to announce the winner of the competition.  

The competition is part of the annual nationwide Congressional Art Competition which showcases the artistic talents and abilities of students in all 50 students, the District of Columbia and the U.S. territories.

Each Member of Congress hosts a competition among high school students in his or her district.  The winning artwork from each district is then featured in a display in the busy corridor that connects the Cannon House Office Building with the U.S. Capitol, used daily by Members of Congress, staff and others.

In addition to having his or her artwork on display in Washington, D.C., the Grand Prize winner from the 11th District may also receive a renewable $5,000 per year scholarship to the Savannah College of Art and Design and will be flown, with a guest, to Washington, D.C., on June 25, 2008, to attend an awards ceremony.

“Every time I go to the Capitol I pass this amazing collection of student artwork on the wall,” Rep. McNerney said.  “I am always impressed by the level of talent and quality of work produced by the students.”

Last year’s 11th District Art Competition winner was Roxann Cole, a student at West High School in Tracy.  She won for her drawing entitled, “Generations.”  

About the Grand Theatre Center for the Arts
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The Grand Theatre Center for the Arts is a unique interdisciplinary arts center offering professional and community-based fine arts programming though arts education, exhibitions, and performances of all kinds.

The four buildings on the corner of Central Avenue and Seventh Street originally included two early hotels, retail space and Tracy’s original firehouse, constructed in 1900.  The Grand Theatre opened in 1923 as a vaudeville theatre and centerpiece of downtown Tracy.  Its Art Deco tower and marquee, which were designed by prominent San Francisco architect Alexander Aimwell Canton and added in 1939.  The theatre building closed in 1977 and was used as a storage facility for the next two decades.

In 2002, the City of Tracy purchased the Grand Theatre and the adjoining properties, and hired the architectural firm of ELS Architecture and Urban Design of Berkeley, CA to develop a renovation design for the new arts center.  McFadden Construction Inc. of Stockton was awarded a $12.2 million contract to build the center and broke ground in June of 2005.

Total cost for the Grand Theatre Center for the Arts project was $20 million, which includes acquisition of the city block and relocation of residents.  The funding for the project came from redevelopment funds and contributions raised by the Arts Leadership Alliance.
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